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I was born in a traditional Taiwanese family where worshipping ancestors and multiple idols is a com-
¥ mon practice passing down through generations. My parents believe that if they worship those idols sin-
X cerely and make offerings generously, they will grant them good lives.

My parents cannot make important decisions on what car or house to buy if they do not get
“permissions” or “directions” from the idols they worship. What is more, they asked Master Kuan (known
as Guan Gong, god of righteousness) to be my godfather so that I could grow up smoothly and have good

X grades in school. Having been raised in this environment, I also believed what my parents believe.
& Coming to the United States for graduate studies was the turning point of my spiritual life. I met many
12 Christian friends when I studied at University of Michigan. They showed they cared or me through numer-
ous acts of love. However, I always challenged them by asking them whether believing in their God would
give me any benefits. Moreover, since | have been trained in the discipline of engineering, which calls for
evidence for almost everything, I questioned them why their God is the only God who creates the universe
X and mankind. Even though I had done this many times, God did not give up on me. My Christian friends 14
¥ continued to pray that God would change my stubborn mind, and God did listen to and answer their pray- y¢
¥ ers! I started to change the way I thought—if I could believe gravity, which I cannot visualize yet was }
¥ proven by Newton to exist, why cannot I just believe in Him, who has been recorded and written about in Y
¥ the Bible, a solid proof of His existence and great power.
Y.  The moment I chose to believe in God changed my whole life. I got rid of the burden and stress my pre-
X vious experience of worshipping idols put on me. I do not have to worry whether I would miss any bless-
ings from the idols I did not worship. All I need is to believe in Him, who is the Creator of the universe and
mankind. It is just that simple! Moreover, the greatest thing is that God loves me for who I am, and His
love does not depend on and will never be affected by what I can offer Him. I have been really enjoying my
X walk with God since the day I chose to believe in Him. When I am sad, he comforts me; when I have diffi- X
X culties, He resolves for me. When I am happy, He rejoices with me. I pray; He listens. He is always there X
X ’ ’ X
X
X
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When | first heard about the music mission
trip, 1 was reluctant to go. It was not because |
did not want to serve god, but because | was
scared that if | messed up, then everyone would
think | failed our team. In the end, | still decided
to go (mostly because of my parents), but still
with much apprehension about what is going to
happen.

During the first rehearsal, | did not get
much of a chance to practice, so | was nervous
that | would not do well. When we finally arrived
at DCCC, | had cold feet, butterflies in my stom-
ach, etc. | just did not know what to expect. This
was my very first Music Mission trip ever. As a
matter of fact, this was my very first mission trip
ever. Those made me feel even more nervous
because | felt like a beginner in my
team full of veteran pros.

When Saturday night arrived
| felt like all of me was burning up in
pressure and nervousness. My ears
were so hot; it felt like they were
about to shoot up like a rocket. After
every song, | would get ready to play, §
thinking the next song was going to
be mine to play in. However, | did
not know that the Pastor cut all my
songs from the concert that night.

At first, | was a little disappointed and up-
set that he had done that, but now as | look back
and reflect. I'm actually very happy he did. He
gave me the chance to focus and watch more
deeply my other team members, who were per-
forming. It touched me that even though they
were probably nervous, they were still trying their
very hardest and playing their best for the audi-
ence because they knew in their hearts that they
were serving God.

As | watched them, | was inspired and
thought to myself, “ If they can do it, | can do it
too!”. They did not let pressure nor nervousness
to get to them while they played, and | came with
the realization that if you are serving God, there is
nothing to be afraid of. So on Sunday morning,
Pastor Michael assigned for me to play. This time
| was ready.

After the inspiration on Saturday, | felt
clear-headed and ready to do my best for God. |
did not let nervousness get to me and | played my
best out to the congregation. It's amazing what
strength God can give you when you are serving
him. | also want to thank each and every team
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member for showing me the strength God put in
them and for inspiring me to play my best.

When | first arrived DCCC, | was nervous and
didn’t know what to expect; now I'm confident and
will definitely go next year. This trip helped me to
become more of a team player. | worked together
with the rest of the team and the music we were
able to create sounded great to me. But mostly
this trip helped me connect more to God. When |
was out there playing, | felt God was out there
watching and supporting me. Now I'm going to
return the favor, I'm going to go support others
and serve God with the Strength he gave me!

~ Robin Luo

When | first heard about the Dayton Music Mis-
sion, | was excited. | knew that this
would be a good way to spread the
Word of God. | chose to sign up for
what | knew would be a great expe-
rience. Not knowing many Chinese
Christian songs- or any Chinese
songs for that matter- made it a lit-
tle difficult to play at the very first
practice. It was great having so
many people there too. Everybody
was friendly; | didn't feel pressured
to play everything perfectly the first time. It was
as if everyone only had positive things to say to
each other. By the end of the day, the music
sounded great. | knew that this was the start of
something wonderful.

After another week of practicing alone, as well
as with Gary, the time finally came to pack our
bags and head to Dayton. On the way there, |
would've been very nervous, but | seemed to be
fairly calm. 1 think that having Gary and my father
in the same car helped ease my mind (as well as
my nerves!). When we got there, we had a prac-
tice. At first it wasn't that hard, but later my fin-
gers were hurting and | could not remember what
| had to do on some of the songs. After praying
for a while, | seemed to be released of this stress
and | was able to continue on during practice.

Right before the conert, | was getting a nerv-
ous breakdown. | was shaking as well as sweat-
ing. But then, right before we started our first
song, | remembered why | was doing this. 1 re-
membered that the music that we were about to
play was to worship our Lord. The rest of that
night went smoothly. | wasn’'t nervous or any-
thing. The next morning was the same. | was
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empowered by God. | wish it could've lasted
longer. Being with this team and praising the
Lord made me really happy.

On the way home, | thought about our journey.
| thought about how | have changed, and hoped
that maybe people listening to us also changed. |
thought about how much fun | had serving the
Lord with these wonderful people. Most of all, |
thought about how | knew that no matter what,
God will be watching, and he will give a helping
hand whenever it is needed.

~ Jeremy Kuo

It was an unexpected mission trip. | did not
know that there is a music mission until | was
back in Hong Kong after the Taiwan mission trip.
By that time, | was having a waiting list for my trip
back to US and if | couldn’t get back on the 20™
Monday, that means | won't be able to make the
practice on that Saturday which also means |
won’t be able to join this trip. To be honest, | was
thinking: ok, if | can get back on 20™, | am going
and if not, | am not going. | didn’t even think of
trying to do anything to “help” myself to join this
trip, but thanks Jerry for being so considerate and
trying to arrange an extra practice for me. Also
here | would like to thanks for everyone’s pa-
tience for my time adjustment that | know | get
grumpy when | am tired.

Therefore, | was back on the 27" Monday to
US. Tuesday, | got a call from Michael that he
was willing to practice with me that night. When |
went to church there was not Michael the only
one there, but also Jeremy and Gary. | knew that
it was basically a “just for me” practice. Thanks
everyone for your extra time.

This is actually my first music mission, but |
have no idea why everyone thought that | have
been going for many times. At first | felt kind of
pressured because | felt like that everyone has
an expectation on me, and even though | did
practice or a little bit, | didn’t feel like | am ready.
And there were so many expected things going
on. There was a song that | never played and |
have to play, and I did not know | was going to
play for the Sunday service until Saturday night.
Remember that night Pastor Michael said that
the one who is working is not us, but God. Just
forget everything you have practiced and play
with your heart! Truly, the one was working is not
me, it's all about God. That's why | don't feel
pressured anymore, and | really enjoyed the time
playing.

It is not as a long trip, but it reminds me that
whenever we are serving, we are not doing it to
show off. We are not doing it base on how good
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There is always something to learn when you
are doing God'’s work. For me, this trip to Dayton
was yet another reminder from God that he is al-
ways in control, and that it is always His plan that
matters.

| had been extremely busy the week before
the trip; my quartet had been hired to play at a
wedding on the practice day for the mission trip
(which was only a week before the actual trip so it
was the only practice we’d have before leaving),
and | had to take a very important Latin test that |
had been studying all summer for. There was very
little time for me to practice the music for the mis-
sion trip, and quite frankly, it was not the highest
on my list of priorities.

However, | made time to at least practice the
pieces | knew | had to play, and especially work
on You Are which is a piece that | had very much
difficulty with (as the rhythm was so syncopated
that | had trouble just counting it, let alone playing
it). Finally, | got pretty good at that piece, and felt
that | was pretty ready for the trip. | hadn’t done as
much as | wanted to, but | figured that | had done
enough. It seemed like everything was pretty
much going as had been planned.

That wasn'’t in God’s plan, however. When we
got to Dayton and started our dress rehearsal, |
found out that there was a possibility ( rather great
possibility) that | wouldn’t even need to play You
Are. By the end of the rehearsal, that possibility
became certainty. Instead, | was handed a piece
that | had never so much as even looked at be-
fore. Now, sight-reading had never been one of
my good points. In fact, | could probably honestly
say that it was one of my greatest weaknesses,
but when | looked at that piece and sight-read it, |
played it perfectly. Perfectly. The first time
through. It didn’t make very much sense to me.
Then | thought about it for a while and realized
that if God wanted it done, He would get it done.
He showed me that it is not always going to be
what we plan, but that it will always be what He
plans, and He will provide.

~ Christina Nieh

To start, | would like to say that the Dayton
Music Mission was a fantastic experience for me.
| was allowed to play bass at the concert even
though | was horrible, and | had only practiced for
two weeks. | really looked forward to the mission,
and | had fun serving Jesus Christ. Just a couple
weeks before, | just went to the VGM Mission Trip
to Taiwan, so | was eager to serve the Lord once
again.

Both experiences were great, but they dif-
fered greatly. For example, the Taiwan mission
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trip involved us to connect to the students person-
ally, while the Dayton mission had us connect
through our music. Either way, it is a great feeling
to know that | spread the word of Christ. At the
Dayton trip, it was great to see an audience listen
to the music that we worked on. In this mission
trip, | felt that | not only connected with Jesus
more, but also with the members of KCCC more.
| have loved music for a good majority of
my life, and | am truly ecstatic that there are oth-
ers who can share this passion with me.
| had such an amazing experience, that |
signed up to go to the Chicago Music Mission Trip
as well, and | can hardly wait. | would like to thank
KCCC and the Dayton Church for giving us this
opportunity to spread the word of Christ through
our music. | would also like to thank the Dayton
families that gave us shelter, and | am extremely
grateful for their patience and hospitality.
~ Gary Xia

This year was my second time going on a
music mission trip. Before we went | was very
nervous about having to play the keyboard. | was
nervous because | didn't get the music early
enough for me to practice it a lot.

When | did get the music | practiced really
hard for a song that my mom was going to
sing. When | went to the first rehearsal the pastor
told me that | was supposed to play a different
part than | had practiced for. The new music was
very difficult, and | got very frustrated. Then Keat
came and reminded me that | was doing this all
for God. After that | just focused on serving God.

When we arrived at the church we prac-
ticed for about 4 hours. Then we began our play-
ing for the people who came to the church. | was
playing the keyboard, and for most of my songs |
just played chords. | had one piece where |
played the melody. | was very nervous when |
started, but then | prayed to God for peace. Right
when | did | felt calm in playing the rest of the
song.

| think that during this trip God showed
me that he is always there for me. | just have to
put my trust in him. All in all | had a lot of fun
serving God during this music mission trip.

~ lan
Nieh

It is good to praise the LORD
and make music to your name, O Most High,

to proclaim your love in the morning
and your faithfulness at night,
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to the music of the ten-stringed lyre
and the melody of the harp.

For you make me glad by your deeds, O LORD;
| sing for joy at the works of your hands.

How great are your works, O LORD,
how profound your thoughts!

Praise and thanks to our wonderful God
because He has given me a chance to serve and
be part of a team to the Dayton Music Mission
Trip this year. Even though it was a short 2 day
trip, there were many enjoyable and inspiring mo-
ments that we shared. | was encouraged and in-
spired by our team that not only shares a love for
music, but a passion to share the Gospel, and a
willingness to step out to serve in other churches.
It is quite amazing that many of us that come
from different places around the world and from
diverse backgrounds and with different talents
can come together just like different instruments
of the orchestra and make pleasing music. | am
sure that God would have to be the conductor to
make this possible. | am grateful that He has
again provided us this opportunity to work to-
gether and | felt blessed to be part of this team.

Somehow | wished that there was a way to
capture our emotions and thoughts just like the
way a camera captures a fleeting moment of
beauty. This is because there were many touch-
ing and beautiful moments during this trip. | was
especially touched during our team sharing after
our Sunday worship. Through the sharing, | was
moved to see how our team came together to
serve God despite the many challenges we faced.
From the sharing, | learned that there were sacri-
fices many of us had to go through to make it to
the trip. Indeed, we are very fortunate to have a
team that has a heart for this ministry. Especially
with team members staying in three different ar-
eas, it is heart warming to see them traveling from
St. Joseph and Ann Arbor for our pre mission trip
practice. And during the trip, most of them have to
brave through weariness from traveling and some
were not feeling well. The amazing thing is that
we were not only able to pull through these chal-
lenges; we were able to do it with joy and grati-
tude in our hearts because we know that God is
with us. | am also grateful that in our sharing, we
can remind each other about how God answers
our prayers and how God touches our lives in dif-
ferent ways. In a way it helps sharpen our senses
and makes us aware of the different ways He
works. | feel that God has blessed our team, es-
pecially through the times that we did not feel pre-
pared, when we were faced with unexpected chal-
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lenges and dealing with nervousness and weari-
ness.

Even for those who joined the mission trip
for the first time, it was great to see the energy
and enthusiasm that they added to our team.
Likewise, the mission trip also renewed our en-
ergy to serve and gave us a way to be closer to
God and to each other. | believe that even after
this music mission trip has ended, God is still
working among us as many of the songs we
shared are still close to our hearts and we also
got to sing them in the Sunday English worship to
reach out to those that were not able to join us.
Indeed, God is great and with Him all things are possi-

ble. And He has proven it!
~ Keat Mah
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